
Page 1 of 6 
 

STAFF MEETING MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2023 AT 8:30 A.M. 
COUNTY CITY BUILDING, 555 S. 10TH STREET 

ROOM 112 – CITY-COUNTY CHAMBERS 
 
Commissioners Present: Christa Yoakum, Chair; Sean Flowerday, Vice Chair; and Roma Amundson; 
Matt Schulte and Rick Vest 
 
Others Present: David Derbin, Chief Administrative Officer; Kristy Bauer, Deputy Chief Administrative 
Officer; and Leslie Brestel, County Clerk’s Office 
 
Advanced public notice of the meeting was posted on the County-City Building bulletin board and the 
Lancaster County, Nebraska, website and emailed to the media on March 22, 2023. Notice was also 
published in the Lincoln Journal Star print and digital editions on March 20, 2023. 
 
The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 8:34 a.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 
 
1. APPROVAL OF STAFF MEETING MINUTES FROM MARCH 16, 2023 
 
MOTION: Flowerday moved and Amundson seconded approval of the minutes. Flowerday, 
Amundson and Yoakum voted yes. Schulte and Vest abstained. Motion carried 3-0 with two 
abstentions. 
 
2. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Joe Kohout, Brennen Miller and Sarah Wagelie, Kissel, Kohout, ES 

Associates LLC 
 
Kohout reviewed the weekly legislative update (Exhibit 1). 
 
Kohout said he met with Pam Dingman, County Engineer, to discuss how to continue to move LB721 
(Appropriate funds to the Department of Transportation for the East Beltway project in Lancaster 
County) forward. 
 
Concerning joint public agency bills, an interim study is anticipated for LB322 (Prohibit creation of 
new joint public agencies with power or authority relating to tax) and LB332 (Prohibit creation of new 
joint public agencies with power or authority relating to education). LB287 (Prohibit creation of joint 
public agencies under the Joint Public Agency Act) is scheduled for a hearing tomorrow. 
 
LB190 (Authorize scheduled extension of county bridge project payments), LB155 (Change provisions 
regarding the applicability of the Small Wireless Facilities Deployment Act), LB447 (Provide an income 
tax deduction for retired firefighters for health insurance premiums, rename and change provisions of 
the Law Enforcement Education Act to include tuition waivers for professional firefighters and 
dependents, and provide powers and duties for the Department of Revenue), LB317 (Change 
provisions relating to inspection of real property by county assessors), and LB344 (Change provisions 
relating to issuance of a certificate of title for certain motor vehicles) advanced to General File. 
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LB683 (Create the Nebraska Broadband Office and provide duties) and LB370 (Require a notice 
relating to the availability of certain tax credits) advanced with amendments (Exhibits 2 and 3). 
 
LB577 (Change provisions relating to collection of delinquent real property taxes by sale of real 
property) and LB381 (Adopt the Mental Health Wellness Act and authorize county sales and use 
taxes) have hearings today while LB540 (Change provisions relating to public lettings) is scheduled 
for a hearing tomorrow. 
 
Wagelie stated various agencies testified on the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) 
budget. 
 
Miller and Kohout discussed the LB612 (Appropriate funds to the Department of Administrative 
Services) hearing and noted there are preliminary conversations with Douglas County representatives 
to include an additional bill for funding.  
 
Kohout stated he will be monitoring LB695 (Provide a property tax exemption). 
 
The Board discussed the upcoming LB734 (Provide an enhanced penalty for damage to certain 
infrastructure facilities resulting in serious bodily injury or death) hearing. Flowerday noted the bill 
enhances penalties if the intent of the perpetrator is to cause bodily harm as opposed to destroying 
property.  
 
MOTION: Flowerday moved and Amundson seconded to support LB734. 
 
Schulte asked if there is a scenario in which this has happened and how this specifically relates to the 
County. Kohout responded there was a 5G communication tower in western Nebraska where this 
happened. Flowerday said he would like to put safeguards in place in the event something did 
happen. 
 
ROLL CALL: Vest, Amundson, Flowerday and Yoakum voted yes. Schulte abstained. Motion carried 
4-0 with one abstention. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board for Kohout to draft a letter of support for LB734 on behalf of the 
Board. 
 
Flowerday discussed LB511 (Appropriate funds to the Department of Administrative Services) which 
appropriates $26,000,000 for rural radios to be upgraded across the State. Flowerday felt the Board 
should support the bill. 
 
MOTION: Flowerday moved and Amundson seconded to support LB511. Vest, Amundson, Schulte, 
Flowerday and Yoakum voted yes. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Kohout distributed a list of the County’s priorities (Exhibit 4), a comprehensive list of bills (Exhibit 5), 
and a hearing schedule (Exhibit 6). 
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3. CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU PROMOTION FUND GRANT 
RECOMMENDATIONS – Jeff Maul, Vice President and Executive Director, Lincoln Convention 
& Visitors Bureau, and Aaron Stitt, Chair, Visitors Promotion Committee 

 
Maul and Stitt reviewed the grant recommendations (see agenda packet), noting ten applications 
were received with eight approved by the committee.  
 
MOTION: Schulte moved and Flowerday seconded to approve the grant contracts as recommended 
by the Convention and Visitors Bureau Promotion Committee excluding the History Nebraska grant 
application. Amundson, Schulte, Flowerday, Vest and Yoakum voted yes. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
MOTION: Vest moved and Amundson seconded to approve the History Nebraska grant contract as 
recommended by the Convention and Visitors Bureau Promotion Committee. Amundson, Vest, 
Schulte and Yoakum voted yes. Flowerday abstained. Motion carried 4-0 with one abstention. 
 
Stitt reviewed the denied applications. Both applications were for entities at the same location and 
both requested staff reimbursement costs, neither of which are allowed in the application guidelines. 
 
4. YOUTH SERVICES CENTER (YSC) PER DIEM – Steven Wesley, Director, Youth Services 

Center 
 
Melissa Hood, Youth Services Center Administrator, was present for the discussion with Wesley. 
 
Wesley and Hood gave a presentation on per diem rates (Exhibit 7). The design capacity of the YSC 
is 60 individuals whereas the operational capacity is 40 individuals. Two beds at the YSC are kept 
open for youth intake. The other 20 beds are leased to a tenant in the building. Hood noted 
depreciation and indirect costs were added into the per diem calculations. Wesley added Douglas 
County is also using depreciation and indirect costs in their rate calculations. 
 
Schulte inquired as to the length of the tenant’s lease. Derbin answered it is a long-term lease. 
 
Schulte asked what the current per diem rate is. Wesley said the per diem rates range between $276 
and$287 per day. Flowerday added the per diem rates are lower than actual costs. 
 
Derbin stated Douglas and Lancaster Counties can work together in per diem negotiations. The next 
step for Lancaster would be to invoke the right to terminate existing contracts. 
 
MOTION: Schulte moved and Flowerday seconded to direct the Chief Administrative Officer to draft 
termination letters. Vest, Amundson, Schulte, Flowerday and Yoakum voted yes. Motion carried 5-0. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION (PENDING AND POTENTIAL LITIGATION, AND LEGAL 
ADVICE) 

 
MOTION: Vest moved and Amundson seconded to enter Executive Session at 9:23 a.m. for the 
purposes of pending and potential litigation, receiving legal advice, and to protect the public interest. 
 
The Chair said it has been moved and seconded that the Board enter Executive Session. 
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ROLL CALL: Flowerday, Schulte, Amundson, Vest and Yoakum voted yes. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
The Chair restated the purpose for the Board entering Executive Session. 
 
Vest exited the meeting. 
 
MOTION: Amundson moved and Schulte seconded to exit Executive Session at 9:35 a.m. Schulte, 
Amundson, Flowerday and Yoakum voted yes. Vest was absent. Motion carried 4-0. 
 
5. AMENDMENT TO AIRPORT AUTHORITY INTERLOCAL – Candace Berens, Deputy County 

Attorney; and Lincoln Airport Authority 
 
Vest returned to the meeting at 9:36 a.m. 
 
Rachel Barth, Lincoln Airport Authority Communications and Customer Engagement Director, and 
William Kutilek, legal counsel for the Lincoln Airport Authority, were present in-person for the 
discussion. David Haring, Lincoln Airport Authority Executive Director, attended the discussion via 
Zoom. 
 
Berens reviewed a proposed amendment to an agreement between the County, the City of Lincoln 
and the Lincoln Airport Authority (see agenda packet). The interlocal agreement uses a generic term 
of “airline” which refers to the company that provides flights to individuals and it is proposed to 
expand the term to include direct air carriers and indirect air carriers. Direct air carriers are those 
actually flying the passengers whereas the indirect air carriers engage the services of a direct carrier. 
Federal Aviation Code defines “air carrier” to include direct and indirect air carriers. This change 
allows the possibility for the airport to have a minimum revenue guarantee contract with an indirect 
air carrier. Additionally, the cap on the minimum revenue guarantee for air carriers will increase from 
$15,000 for one-way trips and $30,000 for round trips to $30,000 and $60,000 per one-way trip and 
round trips, respectively. 
 
Kutilek stated the airport entered into agreements with traditional air carriers with the intent to 
attract additional traditional air carriers. The intent of the interlocal agreement expanded to include 
the ability for the airport to use a portion of the federal code that includes a public charter 
arrangement which includes a charter operator. The public charter would enter into contracts with 
direct air carriers. Barth added a large carrier is being explored to expand potential routes, especially 
flights that are three hours or longer. 
 
Kutilek said another proposed update is to add metrics to the agreement including a cost structure. 
The original cost estimate was underestimated. The current estimate is over $6,600 per block flying 
hour. 
 
Flowerday requested the safeguards for minimum revenue guarantees be discussed. Haring stated 
the goal is to have new air service in the City and to use the funds from the City and County as an 
incentive. There is a provision in the contract with the indirect carrier that allows either party to 
terminate the contract with a 30-day notice. The airport will be tracking flight data with the carrier 
throughout the process. 
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Schulte asked if purchased tickets are reduced from the minimum revenue guarantee. Kutilek 
answered if the flight’s minimum revenue guarantee is eclipsed, then there will not be a draw against 
the guarantee.  
 
Schulte inquired as to the timeframe for use of the funds and flight pricing. Flowerday responded the 
funds must be obligated by the end of 2024 and used by the end of 2026. Kutilek added the use of 
the funds is to end in a time that would allow the County enough time to reappropriate any unused 
funds. Barth said the Airport Authority cannot set ticket prices. A separate entity will assist ticket 
prices with the goal to be competitive with surrounding airports. 
 
Flowerday asked if there are any issues with American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) fund guidelines. 
Berens said this use is still eligible for ARPA funds and the contract will be on Tuesday’s agenda. 
 
6. EXECUTIVE SESSION (PENDING AND POTENTIAL LITIGATION, AND LEGAL 

ADVICE) 
 
Item moved forward on agenda. 
 
7. COVID-19 UPDATE AND RESPONSE 
 
No update was given. 
 
8. ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. Utility Permit No. 2334 allowing Bauer Underground Inc. to install fiber 
conduit for the Lancaster County Broadband Project-Southwest Quadrant 
along W Denton Road and S. Folsom working west to SW 12th Street and 
continuing south along SW 12th Street. (Project No. C-23-0089, Bid No. 22-
259). 

 
Abby Eccher, City of Lincoln Chief Information Officer, discussed the permit (see agenda packet). 
 
MOTION: Amundson moved and Flowerday seconded to approve the utility permit. Amundson, 
Flowerday, Schulte, Vest and Yoakum voted yes. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
9. CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 
 

A. Village Meeting, May 4, 2023 or May 11, 2023 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to hold the Village Meeting on May 11 at 8:30 am with the staff 
meeting immediately following. 
 
10. DEPUTY CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 
 

A. 2023 NACo Annual Conference: July 21 through 24, 2023 
 
No additional Commissioners voiced their desire to attend the conference. 
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11. DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 

A. Lancaster County Ag Society – Amundson/Vest 
 
Amundson and Vest stated they did not attend the meeting. 
 

B. New Americans Task Force Meeting – Yoakum 
 
Yoakum indicated she did not attend the meeting.  
 

C. Mutual Aid – Flowerday/Yoakum 
 
Flowerday and Yoakum said they did not attend the meeting. 
 

D. Other meetings attended since last staff meeting 
 
State JDAI 
 
Amundson reported there were discussions on weapon, state ward, welfare, and youth placement 
issues. Minority overrepresentation, the increasing number of youth in detention and the increasing 
severity of criminal charges were also noted. 
 
Parks and Recreation 
 
Schulte stated the Pinewood Bowl box office names were considered. 
 
Southeast NACO Meeting 
 
Vest said there were presentations on broadband projects, workforce development, and early 
childhood programs. A statewide photography contest will be held. 
 
12. SCHEDULE OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS 
 
Informational only. 
 
13. EMERGENCY ITEMS 
 
There were no emergency items. 
 
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: Vest moved and Amundson seconded to adjourn at 10:14 a.m. Schulte, Vest, Flowerday, 
Amundson and Yoakum voted yes. Motion carried 5-0. 
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  The bill was advanced by the Transportation and Telecommunications Committee with

COMAM870.  The amendment substitutes for the bill and retains the original provisions of LB
683 with the following changes:  Adds to the bill and amends section 66-4,100; Highway Cash
Fund; expenditures by the Department of Transportation. The section is amended to provide
that the fund may be used to provide office space, furniture, office supplies, and
administrative and budgetary for the Nebraska Broadband Office.  A new section 2 is added
which provides the Department of Transportation shall provide office space, supplies and
other necessary support to operate the Nebraska Broadband Office. The Department and the
Broadband Office shall to the extent possible seek reimbursement for such expenses from
federal funds.  The installation, operation and maintenance of broadband projects shall not
be funded by the Department of Transportation, except for projects solely designed to meet
the state’s needs along the state highway system. The Department may utilize the
Transportation Innovation Act for projects to meet highway needs and may work with the
Nebraska Broadband Office for such projects and to solicit the use of federal highway funds
for such projects. The Department of Transportation is not authorized to own, operate,
manage, construct, or maintain fiber optic, broadband or similar technology outside of state
highway property.

 
  Language is added which provides that the Director of Broadband on December 1 of each

year shall provide the legislature with a report on the status of the Broadband Office and the
efforts of the Office to deploy broadband, engage in community outreach, and outline
changes to the state’s strategic broadband plan. The Transportation and
Telecommunications Committee shall conduct a public hearing following receipt of the
report.  Amends section 2 of the bill as introduced by adding a new (3) which provides if any
final decision of the Nebraska Broadband Office relating to funding for projects is appealed
to the district court the appeal shall be given precedence on the trial docket over all other
cases and shall be assigned for hearing, trial, or argument at the earliest practicable date and
be expedited.

 
  Amends Section 86-1309 (section 5 of the amendment).  This section currently provides that

Nebraska Public Service Commission shall administer Nebraska Broadband Bridge Act and
federal funds received for broadband enhancement purposes. The section is amended to
provide that the Public Service Commission shall administer through the Broadband Bridge
Act any federal broadband enhancement funds that are designated by the Governor.

LB687 Cavanaugh,
M.

Judiciary
02/16/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Create the Nebraska Integrated Juvenile Data Governing Body and the Nebraska Integrated Juvenile
Data and Information System

  Relating to juveniles; to create and provide duties for the Nebraska Integrate Juvenile Data
Governing Body; to create the Nebraska Integrated Juvenile Data and Information System; to
set a date the system shall begin on July, 1 2025; and to provide for reports

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Monitor
LB695 Linehan Revenue

03/23/2023
In Committee
01/20/2023

Provide a property tax exemption

  Exempts the first $25,000 of taxable valuation from real property taxes owned by residents.
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LB705 Murman Education

02/21/2023
In Committee
01/20/2023
Education
Priority Bill

Change provisions for the distribution of lottery funds used for education, transfer powers and duties,
create new acts and funds, and change education provisions

  LB705 is this year's bill that woud set education spending from the lottery for the next 5
years.  How the funds would be proposed to be distributed under the introduced copy of the
bill are as follows (dollar amounts are estimated):  Nebraska Opportunity Grant Act - 62%
($15,185,406); Community College Gap Assistance Program Fund - 7% ($1,714,481); Door to
College Scholarship - 1% ($244,926); Career Readiness and Dual Credit - 2% ($489,852);
Competituve Innovation Grant - 17% ($4,163,740); Mental Health Training - 1.5% ($367,389);
Behavioral Health Training Cash Fund - 9.5% ($2,326,796).

LB706 Moser Revenue
02/22/2023

General File
03/06/2023
Moser Priority
Bill

Authorize the issuance of highway bonds under the Nebraska Highway Bond Act

  Relating to highways; to authorize issuance of highway bonds under the Nebraska Highway
Bond Act; to change provisions of the Build Nebraska Act; to harmonize provisions; to
repeal the original sections; and to declare an emergency. Section 1 declares the pupose of
the amendment and the importance that safe highways play in Nebraska’s future. Section 2
relates to bonds and states that their issuance shall be not take place after June 30, 2029 and
in accordance with the terms of the commission. Section 3 states the obligations of the
bonds and that neither members of the commission nor any person executing the bonds is
liable for them. Section 11 states that the issuance of bonds not exceed $450,000,000.
Section 14 designates which percentages of the bonds will be used for certain projects.

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Monitor
  Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Transportation, Telecommunications, and

Infrastructure): Monitor
LB708 Arch Education

02/28/2023
In Committee
01/20/2023

Require the Office of Probation Administration, the State Court Administrator, the State Department of
Education, and the Department of Health and Human Services to enter into a memorandum of
understanding for the sharing of data regarding data relevant to students who are under the jurisdiction
of the juvenile court

  Relating to children; provides the Office of Probation Administration, the State Court
Administrator, the State Department of Education, and the Department of Health and Human
Services to enter into a memo of understanding for sharing data regarding certain students.

LB709 Wishart Support
Testimony

Banking, Commerce
and Insurance
01/31/2023

General File
03/13/2023
Wishart Priority
Bill

Create the Convention and Event Center Capital Construction Program

  Relating to economic development; provides the department of economic development shall
create the Convention and Event Center Cpaital Construction Program to award grants for
specified purposes including: construction of a convention center, renovation and
improvements to existing agricultural society even tspaces, and capital improvements to any
recreational area event spaces. Provides the State Treasurer will transfer $71,000,000 from
the Cash Reserve Fund to the Convention and Event Center Capital Construction Fund.

LB721 Ballard Support Transportation and
Telecommunications
02/28/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Appropriate funds to the Department of Transportation for the East Beltway project in Lancaster
County

  Appropriates $25,000,000 from the General Fund for Fiscal Years 2023-24 to the Department
of Transportation to begin planning for East Beltway project in Lancaster County.

http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50370
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LB723 Bostelman Natural Resources

02/02/2023
In Committee
01/20/2023

Adopt the Public Water and Natural Resources Project Contracting Act

  Relating to the natural resources; adopts the Public Water and Natural Resources Project
Contracting Act. The Act is meant to provide the Department of Natrual Resources with
alternative methods of contracting for public water and natural resources projects. Provides
the Department can solicit and execute contracts for a public wurface water or groundwater-
related infrastructure project. Provides the department needs to develop a list of
qualifications and shall prequalify design-builders, request proposals for designs, etc. The
department ranks them and can negotiate a contract with the highest ranked design-builder.
If they can’t negotiate, they can terminate negotiations and undertake negotiations with the
next highest-ranked design-builder.

LB727 Linehan Revenue
02/23/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023
Revenue Priority
Bill

Change provisions relating to the sales and use tax exemption on purchases by the state and other
public entities

  Relating to revenue and taxation; provides if a governmental unit’s project expenditure has
been approved by the voters of that governmental unit then such expenditures qualify for an
exemption.

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Monitor
LB733 Bostar Monitor Transportation and

Telecommunications
02/21/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Adopt the Broadband Pole Placement and Undergrounding Fund Act

  Relating to telecommunications; establishes the Broadband Pole Placement and
Undergrounding Fund Act - defines terms, creates a fund to advance the provision of
qualifying broadband service to residences and businesses in unserved areas in the state by
reimbursing certain costs of pole replacements, mid-span pole placements, and
undergrounding. Appropriates $15,000,000 from federal funds for Fiscal Year 2022-23 to be
used for the reimbursements.

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Monitor
  Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Transportation, Telecommunications, and

Infrastructure): Monitor
LB734 Bostar Judiciary

03/24/2023
In Committee
01/20/2023

Provide an enhanced penalty for damage to certain infrastructure facilities resulting in serious bodily
injury or death

  This bill would enhance the penalty for criminal mischief if the perpetrator intentionally or
maliciously cause a substantial interruption of public utility services and such impairment or
interpretation is a significant contributing factor in the death or serious bodily injury of
another person. Public communication is considered a public service for the purposes of the
bill.

 
  Nebraska Telecommunications Association: Unsure of stance
LB736 Raybould Support

Letter
Appropriations
03/24/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

State intent to appropriate funds to the Department of Health and Human Services

  Appropriates $20,000, 000 from the General Fund for fiscal years 2023-24 to the department
of health and human sercives for state aid only to be used to supplement the federally
funded Community Services Block Grant to support capital campaigns.

http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50788
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LB740 Vargas Agriculture

02/14/2023
General File
03/02/2023

Change provisions of the Nebraska Pure Food Act

  Relating to the Nebraska Pure Food Act; defines the term “city,” and provides that
participating political subdivision under contract with the department can enter into an
agreement to grant and recognize health inspection permits for mobile food units. Mobile
food units may be subject to periodic and unannounced inspections in any jurisdiction where
their health inspection permit is recognized.

LB742 Vargas Government, Military
and Veterans Affairs
03/16/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Change provisions relating to registration to vote and voting under the Election Act

  This bill would require electronic poll books to contain photographs to verify identification.
LB743 Kauth Banking, Commerce

and Insurance
02/13/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Adopt the Investment Neutrality in Public Funds Act

  Relating to public funds; adopts the Investment Neutrality in Public Funds Act. Provides that
in making and supervising investments of any public fund, those responsible for making
such decisions have to discharge the financial interests of their beneficiaries. Some
exclusions for situtaions where there is no economically viable alternative.

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Monitor
LB745 Cavanaugh,

M.
Revenue
03/23/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Increase the cigarette tax and provide for distribution of the proceeds

  Relating to revenue and taxation; increases the cigarette tax to $2.14 per package. Provides
that beginning July 1, 2023, the Treasurer has to put $1.00 of such tax in the Property Tax
Credity Cash Fund and $0.50 of such tax in the Medicaid Waiver Cash Fund.

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Monitor
LB746 Cavanaugh,

M.
Urban Affairs
02/28/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Restrict the use of tax-increment financing

  Relating to the Community Development Law; provides that if the total amount of ad valorem
taxes estimated to be generated for any redevelopment project exceeds $20,000,000 then the
division of taxes authorized in this section can only be used if the question of dividing such
taxes has been submitted at a primary, general, or special election held within a city and has
been approved by the voters of said city.

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Monitor
  Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry: Oppose
LB747 Cavanaugh,

M.
Revenue
03/22/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Provide an income tax credit for renters and change provisions relating to a property tax credit

  Relating to revenue and taxation; provides an income tax credit for residential renters in the
state of Nebraska. The credit is equal to the greater of a 4% of the toatal amount of rent paid
by the renter during the taxable year or two hundred dollars. The credit cannot exceed
$1,000.

http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50765
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50569
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LB749 Cavanaugh,

M.
Judiciary
03/16/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Prohibit possession of deadly weapons in the State Capitol or on State Capitol grounds

  Provides it is unlawful for anyone to possess a deadly weapon in the State Capitol building
or on State Capitol grounds. A violation of this section is a Class IV felony. Doesn’t apply to
law enforcement officers, members of the armed forces, or people participating in historical
reenactments or ceremonial proceedings.

LB750 Albrecht Revenue
02/02/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Change provisions relating to the valuation of agricultural land and horticultural land

  Relating to property taxes to the valuation of agricultural land and horticultural land. § 77-201
is amended to strike redundant language related to agricultural land and horticultural land
actively developed for agricultural or horticultural purposes which has value other than
agricultural or horticultural.

LB758 DeBoer Judiciary
02/10/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Create the Sexual Violence Review Act

  Relates to sexual assualt; establishes the Sexual Violence Review Act. Creates a Sexual
Violence Review Task Force comprised of the Attorney General, two full-time prosecutors
with at least three years experience in prosecuting felony criminal cases, two full-time
defense attorneys with at least three years experience in defending felony criminal cases,
one person with five years experience in mental health or social services, and one person
with five years experience in victim advocacy. Further provides the Task Force will create a
framework for multidisciplinary review of reported acts of sexual violence and assault. Task
Force must compile their data findings and submit a written report annually.

LB759 DeBoer Judiciary
02/10/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Provide for notification of the pending expiration of a protection order

  Relating to protection orders; provides protection order forms shall include an option for the
petitioner to indicate if they would like to recieve notification  when their protection order is
about to expire and what method they would like to recieve that notification (by mail or
electronic means). Also provides that no later than 45 days before the protection order
expires, the Nebraska State Patrol has to notify the petitioner of the pending expiration of the
order if the petitioner has requested such notification.

LB760 DeBoer Judiciary
02/10/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Provide for the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice to create a victim
advocate grant program

  Relating to the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice;
appropriates $50,000 from the General Fund for fiscal year 2023-24 and each year thereafter
to the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice for purposes listed in
this subsection. This includes grants to organizations that provide training for victim
advocates in the State of Nebraska.

LB765 DeKay Health and Human
Services
02/22/2023

General File
03/07/2023

Change, provide, and eliminate definitions, powers, and duties under the Statewide Trauma System
Act

  Relating to the Statewide Trauma System Act; amends the defintion of “trauma team,”
deletes the language requiring the State Trauma Advisory Board to review regional trauma
plans and recommend changes, and the language requiring them to draft a five-year
statewide prevetion plan that each trauma care region shall implement. Deletes a lot of
language including the department’s duties in establishing minimum standards and review
and approval of regional plans.

LB767 DeKay Judiciary
03/03/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Increase the indigent defense court filing fee

  Increases indigent defense filing fee from $3 to $8.

http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=49677
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50785
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LB768 DeKay Appropriations

03/14/2023
In Committee
01/20/2023
DeKay Priority
Bill

Transfer money from the Cash Reserve Fund to the Critical Infrastructure Facilities Cash Fund

  Relating to the Cash Reserve Fund; provides the State Treasurer shall transfer $30,000,000
from the Cash Reserve Fund to the Critical Infrastructure Facilities Cash Fund after July 1,
2023 but before January 1, 2024.

LB769 Holdcroft Natural Resources
02/01/2023

General File
03/13/2023
Holdcroft Priority
Bill

Authorize use of the Critical Infrastructure Facilities Cash Fund to develop a sewer system

  Relating to funds; requires the State Treasurer to transfer $60,000,000 from the Cash Reserve
Fund to the Critical Infrastructure Facilities Cash Fund. Includes in the grant language the
ability to develop a sewer system.

LB770 Cavanaugh,
M.

Government, Military
and Veterans Affairs
03/08/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Require the Secretary of State to audit the offices of the Department of Motor Vehicles, the election
commissioners, and the county clerks and all polling places for compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act

  Relating to elections; provides that beginning in 2025 and every 5 years thereafter the
Secretary of State will audit all offices of the DMV, the election commissioners, the county
clerks, and all polling locations to ensure compliance with the ADA regarding facility and
technology accessibility issues.

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Monitor
LB772 Hughes Health and Human

Services
02/10/2023

General File
03/14/2023

Create the Residential Youth Parenting Facility Grant Program

  Relating to children and families; creates the Residential Youth Parenting Facility Grant
Program. Meant to make grants available for construction of a facility for pregnant and
parenting homeless youth. The program is to be administered by the Division of Children and
Family Services of the Department of Health and Human Services. A licensed residential
cihld-caring agency currently providing street outreach services to homeles youth may apply
for a grant. The Legislature will appropriate $2,000,000 from the General Fund for fiscal year
2023-24 to carry out this act.

LB773 Vargas Transportation and
Telecommunications
02/13/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Require voter approval of taxes on wireless services

  This bill would adopt the Broadband Pole Placement and Undergroudnign Fund Act. The
program would be adminteste byt he PSC. Money for the program would come from BEAD
and/or ARPA. In the case of ARPA funds, $15 million would be appropriated, Reimbursement
of all or part of an applicants costs for pole replacement, mid span pole placement, or
underground costs would be eligible, inaddition to 100 percent of the applicants cost for
preparing the reimbursement application, if the expenses were for providing 100/100 service
in unserved areas.

 
  Nebraska Telecommunications Association: Unsure of stance
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Monitor
  Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Transportation, Telecommunications, and

Infrastructure): Monitor

http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50089
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LB783 Murman Revenue

02/02/2023
In Committee
01/20/2023

Eliminate the levy authority of community college areas

  This bill terminates the ability for a community college in Nebraska from levying the property
tax beginning in 2026-27.  The bill also removes the ability for a taxpayer to claim an income
tax credit for property taxes paid to a community college at the same time.

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Monitor
  Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry: Oppose
LB790 Wayne Judiciary In Committee

01/20/2023
Adopt the Community Work Release and Treatment Centers Act and change provisions relating to the
Board of Parole, the Department of Correctional Services, and the Office of Probation Administration

LB793 Wayne Judiciary
02/03/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Provide duties for judges relating to problem solving courts

  The bill establishes a statewide standard for the allocation of judicial workload as it relates to
problem-solving courts.  The bill calls for equitable distribution to all judges of the court.

 
  Nebraska Association of Behavioral Health Orginization: Monitor
LB795 Wayne Judiciary

02/24/2023
In Committee
01/20/2023

Provide immunity for administration of naloxone or other federally approved opioid antagonists

  Relating to the Uniform Controlled Substances Act; replaces the word naxolone with the
phrase “an opioid antagonist” and defines it as any opioid antagonist that is approved by the
FDA.

 
  Nebraska Association of Behavioral Health Orginization: Monitor
LB798 Vargas Appropriations

03/07/2023
In Committee
01/20/2023

Appropriate funds to the Department of Economic Development

  Appropriating $2,000,000 from the General Fund for fiscal year 2023-24 to the Department of
Economic Development for economic recovery.

LB807 Von Gillern Transportation and
Telecommunications
02/14/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Provide for one license plate per vehicle

  LB807 will make one single rear mounted license plate the requirement for all registered
vehicles in the state of Nebraska.

LB808 Halloran Government, Military
and Veterans Affairs
03/22/2023

In Committee
01/20/2023

Provide for counting and recounting ballots under the Election Act by hand count

  Allows losing candidate to request a hand recount of ballots.
 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Oppose

http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50175
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=49897
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LB820 Albrecht Monitor Revenue

02/03/2023
In Committee
01/27/2023

Adopt the Agricultural Valuation Fairness Act

  LB820 declares that sales of agricultural and horticultural land are influenced by uses other
than agricultural or horticultural purposes and cause the price paid for agricultural land and
horticultural land to exceed the value such land has for agricultural or horticultural purposes.
Agricultural and horticultural land will be assessed based on its capacity to produce income,
called agricultural use value. The Nebraska Constitution, (Article VIII, Section 1, subsections
(4) and (5)), authorize this method of assessment.  Procedurally, LB 820 establishes an
Agricultural Land Valuation Committee to establish agricultural land values by Land
Capability Groups (LCG) for agricultural land throughout the state. Land values are
established utilizing a production approach to value. Gross income will be computed using
an eight-year average yield data, with the highest and lowest values removed. Gross income
is reduced to net income by utilizing expense ratios. The net income is then capitalized to
determine assessed value. The capitalization rate is also determined by the committee and is
calculated to valuations within 69-75% of market value ensuring assessed values are
uniformly and proportionately assessed within the class of Agricultural Land.  LB 820 keeps
the county assessor responsible for classifying land. County assessors currently inventory
agricultural land on a productivity index making the implementation of this bill simple at the
county level. County Assessors have representation on the Agricultural Land Valuation
Committee created in this bill and have the option to petition the Tax Commissioner for
alternative values they determine are not uniform and proportionate.

 
  In addition to the fairness in assessment resulting from this method, LB 820 also contains

limitations to assure the resulting values for all agricultural and horticultural land statewide
cannot be above the current market-based standard of 75% of value and cannot increase
more than 3.5% over the prior year.  LB 820 would be operative for 2024, providing sufficient
time for county assessors and the Department of Revenue to implement.

LR1CA Blood Support
Testimony

Government, Military
and Veterans Affairs
02/24/2023

General File
03/03/2023
Blood Priority Bill

Constitutional amendment to require the Legislature to reimburse political subdivisions as prescribed

  Introduced at the request of Sarpy County Board of Commissioners, the bill amends Article
III, §22 by protecting political subdivisions from being subject to responsibility for a program
created after the year 2024, or an increased level of service required under an existing
program after the year 2024 unless the subdivision is fully reimbursed by the state for a new
responsibility or increased level of service.

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Support
  Nebraska Association of School Boards: Support
 
  The Government, Military & Veterans Affairs Commitee advanced LR1CA with COMAM 591

whichdelays the effective date of this proposed constitutional amendment to January 1, 2025.
The amendment also rewords the substance of the bill to reframe it as a conditional
requirement on the Legislature rather than as a prohibition on the Legislature with an
exception.

LR6CA Erdman Oppose Revenue
03/03/2023

In Committee
01/09/2023

Constitutional amendment to prohibit governmental entities from imposing any  taxes other than retail
consumption taxes and excise taxes

  Amends VIII-14 to include a provision that no governmental entity in the State of Nebraska
may impose taxes other than retail consumption taxes or excise taxes.

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Monitor
  Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry: Oppose

http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50777
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50026
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=49772


03/22/2023
05:27 PM

Kissel Kohout ES Associates LLC
Lancaster County Board of Commissioners

Page 48

108th Legislature, 1st Regular Session
 

Document Senator Position Committee Status Description
LR7CA Erdman Oppose Revenue

03/03/2023
In Committee
01/09/2023

Constitutional amendment to require the state to impose a consumption tax or an  excise tax on all new
goods and services and to provide a tax exemption for grocery items

  Amends VIII-15 to add provision requiring the State of Nebraska to impose a retail
consumption tax or an excise tax on all new goods and services. Also authorizes the
legislature to vest authority in political subdivisions to impose consumption or excise taxes.
No exemption for taxes are allowed except for grocery items purchased for off-premises
consumption.

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Monitor
  Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry: Oppose
LR22CA Dover Executive Board

03/03/2023
General File
03/14/2023
Dover Priority
Bill

Constitutional amendment to change legislative term limits to three consecutive terms

  A resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Nebraska to be voted on in the
November 2024 general election. It would amend Article III, section 12 now stating no
legislator can serve for four years after the expiration of three consecutive terms instead of
two consecutive years.

 
  Nebraska Association of Behavioral Health Orginization: Monitor
LR23CA Riepe Oppose,

Neutral w/
Amendment

Revenue
03/16/2023

In Committee
01/18/2023

Constitutional amendment to prohibit the levying of an inheritance tax

  A resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Nebraska to be voted on in the
November 2024 general election. The amendment would add a new section 1C to Article VIII
prohibiting the state and any politial subdivision therof from levying an inheritance tax.

 
  Nebraska Association of County Officials: Oppose
  Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry: Support
LR30CA Murman Revenue

03/02/2023
In Committee
01/20/2023

Constitutional amendment to provide for a different method of taxing commercial real property

  A resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Nebraska to be voted on in the
November 2024 general election. The amendment would amend Article VIII, Section I, to
provide for a different method of taxing commercial real property. The amendment would
allow the legislature to define commercial real property as a separate and distinct class of
property for purposes of taxation which will result in a different method of taxing commercial
real property which provides values that are not uniform with other real property taxes but
are uniform to all property within the class of commercial real property.

 
  Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry: Oppose

http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=49773
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=49959
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=49903
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50466


http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50631
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50592
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=49770
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50678
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50705
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50692
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50018


http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50419
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50557
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50398
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=49982
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=49981
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=49980
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